
Draft for OLIF 2.1

1. Introduction

A draft version 2.1 of Open Lexicon Interchange Format (OLIF), the versatile XML Language Data Standard has been released by the OLIF Consortium. OLIF sports a representative set of terminological and lexical features for use in a wide range of contexts related to linguistics (lexical/terminological data exchange, lexicon and terminology management, term extraction, controlled language, information retrieval, and glossary development). 

OLIF was designed, implemented, and released as an official standard by the OLIF2 Consortium, an organization of language technology suppliers, corporate users of language technology, and research institutions.  It is available at no charge.

The OLIF Consortium considers explicitly invites comments on the draft specification. After evaluating public feedback on this draft, the final version for OLIF 2.1 will be made available.

Changes between version 2.0 and version 2.1 fall into five categories: structure and content, organization, formal representation, enhancements, fixes (see some details below)


2. Overview of Changes

Structure and Content

OLIF now allows a lemma ID, parallel to the concept ID, to allow the user to overlay a lemma orientation. Thus, OLIF now is allows the two most important paradigms for organizing linguistic data:
a.     concept-orientation

b.     lemma-orientation

Organization

The specification for OLIF version 2.0 was based on five components:

a.     Prose document describing the structure and content

b.     Prose document with guidelines for formulating canonical forms

c.     Document Type Definition (DTD) as formal representation

d.     Various documents describing the DTD

e.     XML instances with lists for fixed and recommended values

OLIF version 2.1 consolidates and simplifies since it unifies some of the components (see Formal Representation). 

Formal Representation

OLIF version 2.1 is described by means of XML Schema (XSD). This provides benefits such as 

a.     Embedding of documentation into the formal representation

b.     Easy use of existing XML vocabularies by means of namespaces

c.     Feature rich data typing capabilities (e.g. use of standard XSD types such as dateTime, OLIF-specific types such as those related to allowed part of speech designator)

Enhancements

a. Generic approach for multivalues (via the group element)

b.  Generic approach for extensions

c. Mechanism for coding orthographic variants (e.g. different transcriptions) transSystem

d. Coded inflection values (value is now 'like: xxx')

Fixes

During implementation by the user community, minor issues (such as misplaced documentation, incomplete German inflection codes or missing values to elements such as dataCatReg) surfaced. They have been fixed. 

3. More Information

Material (e.g. the XSD) related to OLIF 2.1 is available from the OLIF Web site at www.olif.net. Discussion is managed via the OLIF Users Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/olifConsortium.
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